ower cables undoudt-
edly divide gpinion. Some
argue that there's
no way a short
CONMECTON
batween
your power guther znd
equipment can possibly
make a difference to the
overall sound of 3 hi-fi
SYSLEm,

Crhers say that with the
increasing prevalence of RF1 and
EMI Interference due to the growing
number of ¥i-fi necworks, smart
devices and switch-mode power
supplies adding grunge vo the ganeral
environment, they can be a weak: link
in thie hi-fi chain

Parsanally, I'm firmly in the latter
camp. They are a wire which can
pick up extraneaus distorton and
transmit it inta the system - the
delererious offects may be subtie but
thay can also be crucial ta musical
enjoyment. And having used a number
of speciallst power cords in various
systemy ranging from the thoroughly
budget to the seriously high-end |
know they can make a significant
difference,

Which brings us to the Ariac
Eos 400 - one of 3 range of power
cables produced by the respected
Scottish manufEcoursr.

It's a sturdy cable, but no o stff
that it makes installaton awlward,
Arlas says it is bulle to affer low
reslstanca, high current handling
and excellent screening from radio
frequency incerference,

Ingide Adlas uses oxygen
free copper wiring |OFC) with a
Tefian dielectric. alded by a dual
drain technalegy darived fram i
reference Mavras and Asimi cables
s tha mechanism of coupling to
che primary screening — effectively
dumping airborre and electro-
magnetc disturbances to earth.

The IEC and mains plugs ara
Atlas’s own design and feature

rhodium-plated pins for beter
cannactivity. They are alse nice
and chunky and casy to grip,
rmaking plugeing and unplugging the
connectians gracifyingly simple

At £200 for 2 | metre langrh ic's
not the cheapest power cable on the
markit — but nar is & prohibicively
ERPENGE.

SOUND QUALITY

Campared 1 a number af ather
power cablss — from a standard
fraeble to after-market madels
cotting up to £300 — the Eos consis-
tently impressed me with the way it
opaned up the sound and seermed ta
extand the frequency range

Although the effect was abvioius
on both source components and
amplifiers. the greatest improvements
caime ‘with the laccer

Plugged into & Mcintosh MCIE2
power amplifier (see review next
i1zue), Antonio Forclone's dalicacs
guitar wark on 'Meer Ma In London’
had greater dafinition and presence.
The noise foor also seemed 1o
e fowver — a3 though 4 slight
background hash had been removed.
It's most noticeable when you
temaove the Eos and replace it with
a different cable and realise theres &
slight blurring of the sound.

On Frank Black’s 'Hang On To
Your Ege’ there wis more back-to-
tront depth o the music a2nd timing
appreciably improved - tha track
becaming mare propulsive with

REVIEW

Mighty Atlas

Jon Myles finds the latest power cable from Atlas
makes a worthwhile upgrade to any system.

icded
drive 1o
the fow.
and,

It's chis
quality thar
really sets  the

Atlas
apart fram some of its rivals: Bass

cable

and drums gain more dafinition with
the system seeming te dig a litle
bit deeper, but without losing any
rhychmic swing

Switching to the cheaper Cresk
Evolution 1004 Incegrated amplifier,
agaln the Eos opened up the sound,
maraging to bring a lictle kit more
aut of what |5 alroady an excellent
piece of equipment, Some might see
spanding £200 an a power cable for
a £1500 amp Is skewing the budget,
but I'd argue it actually coutd be one
of the most cost-efective upgrades
you couls make:

Which is. one of the impressive
atiributes of the now Atlas
power cable. It will bring obvious
IMprovements to expensive
equipment but alsa manages to give
1 Boost to mid-price components as
will,

Like any of chese products,
the degrae of impravement may
vary depending an the quality of
your mains and the general RF
enyiFfenmant In your |r-5|:E”iF'IE reo,
Bue I'd definicely recommenc giving
tha Aclas Eos st least an audition, The
chances ars you'll pot want te take it
out ance it's plugged in,
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ATLAS EOS 4DD
£200 1 METRE
LENGTH

QUTSTAMDING - amongsi
thie bast

VERDICT

A muslity mams cable that wil
hiedp being mioee dlepih and
delinition from your sysiem
Thie resules EGR||'.- |_:|5-11'f'|-' tha
price

FOR
extenterd frequencids
beitor dafindion
CONSINECton

AGRINST
nothing

fhitlag Cables

+-44.40) 1563 572648
v, atlascables com
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