EQUIPMENT REVIEW

Atlas Asimi

loudspeaker cable

by Aleun Gold

hare arg soma great questions to ba asked nura sitvar condiuctors, which Atlas claims ara
aoout audio cables, Do they really sound supericrinthe more usual silver plaied copper
different? And it thay do, how and why? It's b 86 it 1S completely nous, but it

aiso worth askng why
they do, bul this is not question thatis
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4 Perhaps more important stll is the
design of the insulation, which has an
unprecedentadly low dielectic constant
of about 1.5 = a pefect insulator {& hard
vacuum) s 1.0, and free ar, the next best,
isaboul 1.2, PTFE Teflon in its nonmal solid
form has a DC of about 2.7 — 3.3, but the
microporous FTFE, which consisls most
af al;, reduces this by at |gast 30%. The
digiectric constant aiso translates Into
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transmission gpeed, and aiso its uniformity

acrass the audio band, and it is this that marks Asirs out from the resi, with
the obwious exception of Nordost Valhalla, which achisves a simifar end, bul in

a compleiely different way

And in case you object that the speed of ight 15 8 constant, it is only a
consistant far a particutar conducior, for which the traditionally quoted figusis
smply an upper limit. The treditional speed of lght s nommally given as around
300M metres/second, but this ia the speed in a vacuum, that is empty spacs.
The conductor in cables acts as a complex network, which has a non-linear
Impedance characteristio with Inductive and capacitivs propertles, and as a
rasult transmiission speed varles with frequency, which In an electrical natwork
can distart the leading edges of signals, especially at the high frequency end
of the spectrum, In same (rare) cases the spead of light can dip down 1o littie

maore than welking speed,

Fram long experniences of Valhalla, and Asimi, it is this speed and uniformity
that appear to be the maln factors underpinning the way these cable perform
Asimi Is undeniably very special, though not necessarily In quits the way | had
expected, Sonically it s a fine grain cable, in some respects very like Nardost
Valhalla, with which It share some properties, though s construction could
hardly be mora different. It has real heft and waight, In s respect reminiscent
of the previous range topping Mawos. This sense of physical presence and
boldness marks t out from the crowd, but 50 does the complets absence
of grain or glare, which Atlas suggests & assoclated with rmany pure sitver

cables,

| am not yal in a position 1o say whether the sound will deteriorate with
tirne, which & glso a charge lavelled st some siver cables dué to tmedation,
but this has not been an issue with Asimi interconnect so:far, which | have
bean using for considerable period. It is algo worth noting that so far at [east
the cornactors ussd on Asimi speaker cable appesar ta be bulist proof, with a
robust cable relief and no cbvious signs of wear on the 4mm pins, which has
been a persistent prablem with Nordost. The cabie itself s mechanically sound
ted: you can'l gasty kink It by bending 1 shiaeply. The only possibia potenitial
problam is that at 18mm diameter, it is quite thick, and as a result it may not

always be 233y to hide.

Asiml is the kind of catle you might want to use for critical listening, for
exampie when comparng CD 10 SACD, which can and should sound more
subtlle and expressive, tut which sometimes dossr't due to the inherent
lack of resolution in many systems, which may be at least partly related to
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shoricomings in the cables employed:
Consistently, Asiml Spsaker cable was able
o resolve the fing difference in micro siructure
that give Imusic Its parsonality, hurnan voics
1S pasgian and exprassion.

Whether you can be justilied in spending
the kind of money you will be asked for Asimi
|s not g guesticn thatcan be readily answersd.
it &= very expensive and you will need io suck
[t and see, perhaps by borrowing a sat from
a deader, which s a senvice that he should e
able 1o provide aganst suitatie sureties, or
large wads of notes of the realm. Genarally
spRaking, the higner the resohiton of the
systam, the mara bensfit will be darived from
the cable 4+

TECHNICAL
SPECIFICATIONS

Price: £8.250/3m polr [custom lengtis
at £2,400 per metre)

Manufactured by

Aflas Scollana Ud, Kimamack, KA 447
el +44(0) 1863 572668

it ivww. aticscables.com
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